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Can I turn my shed into a house? 

 
1- I think the first thing we all need to understand is that there is no such thing in the building code as a 

“liveable shed”.  

2- “Yes” you can convert a shed (class 10 building) in to a Dwelling or house (Class 1 building) but to 

do this one needs to meet the conditions in the code for a dwelling, once doing this, and if done 

properly one will see that it is just as easy and as cheap to do the house from the start. Do not assume 

however a Stud plate and noggin class 10 shed can be turned into a Class 1 Building either, 

everything has to meet with an engineer’s design. The most common and overlooked mistake besides 

the slab is Head room. A 2.4 Shed, because of knee brackets etc., will not meet the head room 

standard of a class 1. 

3- The winding road in converting sheds to class 1 dwellings.- 

a. A Class 10 structure is normally an open design non habitable building that is designed to 

actually move. 

b. A Class 1 dwelling is a closed designed building, designed not to move. 

c. To make a class 10 structure a class 1 structure the above information will clearly tell you 

that more steel has to be added, in other words the building has to be stopped from moving, 

things such as bottom plates which are normally absent with portal frame sheds need to be 

taken into account therefore an engineers approved class 1 design in required. 

4- Foundations-  

a. A soil test has to be undertaken and a slab design suitable to a class 1 designed specifically 

for the house and site, this is where most people make the mistake.  

b. A Class 10 slab can have plumbing exiting the wall of the shed; where as a house on a slab 

has to have it under the slab. 

A foundation for a class 1 dwelling is more robust and designed to resist more movement. The 

gyprock linings and fixtures such as tiles and whitegoods necessitates a slab with less allowable 

movement. A class 1 slab design will need to be prepared with a site specific soil test to design in 

accordance with AS2870. Current requirements for class 10a buildings in AS2870 are less than those 

of a dwelling. Class 1 slabs will be required to be placed higher above the ground than a shed. 

Termite treatment may also be required. 

5- Framing-  

The design requirements for sheds allow greater movement than a class 1 structure will permit. The 

frame may need to be upgraded. The purlins and girts are similarly designed with less limitations. 

They may also need to be upgraded. 

6- Bracing- 

A bracing diagram will need to be prepared with all proposed internal walls positioned. Blanket 

coverage of certification for adding walls and wet areas later by others is not recommended. Building 

approval will require this information and unless the building is small enough to be braced 

sufficiently without internal walls, the certification is not possible. Details of how the bracing is to be 

achieved must also be approved. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

7- Internal Framing- 

The details of how internal framing will be achieved. Mostly if these details are timber the 

specification can be written as referring to AS1684 with little need for specific sketches. If the walls 

are to be constructed from steel, details of how the framing is made will need to be provided. This 

may be in the form of standard specifications of most any steel frame supplier. Tie down details and 

bracing fixing etc. are just some of the information required. 

8- Internal Lining- 

Lining the internal side of the external walls is mostly done by fixing vertical ceiling battens to the 

feet of the top hat purlins and girts at say 450ctrs and then fixing gyprock sheets to the ceiling batten. 

The fixing of the gyprock to the floor will be required and details of the ceiling batten fixing ill need 

to be provided. 

9- Plumbing and Sealing- 

Wet areas will need to be sealed. Linings will need to seal all gaps for health and hygiene purposes 

and for durability of material. Some of the flashing installation that will be acceptable for sheds will 

not be acceptable for dwellings. Sealing the eaves line will need upgrading. An eaves overhang of 

450 to 600mm is recommended. 

10- Other Factors- 

a. An Energy Efficiency statement for light, insulation and ventilation will need to be prepared 

for building approval, the requirements for class 1 dwelling is greater than that of shed. 

The building must meet the star rating (To date it is a 6 star) {We actually meet 8 stars} to 

effect energy efficiency requirement and in most cases bulk insulation will need to be added 

to the ceiling, this is difficult to do in a portal frame building with no ceiling, so one has to 

ensure the void between the roof and the internal lining is big enough to fit the insulation 

required. Best refer to the BCA in relation to Climate zones. 

b. Full architecturals of building showing plan and elevations will be necessary. 

c. Items such as smoke alarms, plumbing and wet areas will also need to be provided. 

d. An internal layout has to be supplied for council plans. 

e. Insulation to roof and walls. 

 

These are critical areas that need to be made aware of if contemplating a “Shed House” or turning a shed 

into a dwelling. There is a host of other reasons & ruled to be aware of which is quite involved, however for 

further information in relation to this subject it will be best to phone our head  office on 07 3807 4800 and 

ask staff  to speak to the housing consultant. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

John Umstad 

 


